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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) for 

Mini-Documentary Film Episode 

For the My Ozarks series  

October 22, 2019 
 

 

Response Deadline: November 6, 2019 at 4pm CT 
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Section 1: Background 
 
About Ozark Vitality 
Ozark Vitality is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) corporation and creative placemaker, using the power of art, 
culture and creativity to ignite positive change and spur economic development. Our mission is to build 
partnerships to create a better place to live, work, and play. We want to raise the quality of life in the 
rural Ozarks by developing and promoting programs and services that contribute to the vitality of our 
communities, while preserving and promoting the Ozarks’ natural resources, cultural heritage, and small 
town traditions.  

About the My Ozarks Mini-Documentary Film Project 
This project is using digital media to introduce those outside the area to the many natural and cultural 
experiences, and unique artisan products, available in the Ozarks. The goal is to help expand the tourism 
economy year-round and help build economic resilience in the smaller towns of the eastern Ozarks and 
the Mississippi Delta Region, which suffered devastating flooding in 2017 and are still recovering. The 
stories in the mini-documentary series My Ozarks (myozarks.org) are intended to increase interest and 
broaden perceptions of the Ozarks, working in combination with the marketing efforts of the Poplar 
Bluff Area Chamber of Commerce and others in the region to develop seetheozarks.com, a central hub 
of tourism information for the Ozarks.  

To develop the next 6 episodes in the My Ozarks series, Ozark Vitality will bring accomplished 
filmmakers into the southeast Missouri Ozarks, to lead the development of My Ozarks episodes, and to 
help engage and develop skills of local creatives and videographers, during each project. We hope this 
project will help build the area’s capabilities and reputation for high quality digital media production. 
You can find the first three episodes in the series at myozarks.org, which demonstrate the high level of 
production and storytelling quality expected, and also demonstrate the diversity of subjects as well as 
some common elements that characterize the My Ozarks series. 

Section 2: Scope of Services 
Ozark Vitality is seeking an accomplished digital filmmaker, with a proven track record in producing high-
quality documentary style videos, to lead the development of Episode 5 of the My Ozarks series. The 
primary deliverable will be a documentary style digital video between 4-5 minutes in length, shot 
primarily in Reynolds County, Missouri.  

The story will showcase unique hunting traditions of the area, e.g. using primitive methods such as hand 
crafting arrow heads and wooden bows to hunt deer.  

 Filmmaker will be creatively responsible for the episode, while taking input from Ozark Vitality 
and other key stakeholders as to the goals for the video and any specific elements requested to 
be included and/or to be avoided in the storyline or b-roll.  

 Ozark Vitality will retain ownership of the work product, while crediting filmmaker in the 
episode as “A film by [Name of Filmmaker]” and allowing unlimited use of the work product by 
filmmaker in demonstration reels or other non-commercial uses (e.g. entering into film 
festivals).  
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 Ozark Vitality staff will support pre-production, including researching and helping to develop the 
storyline, scouting locations, engaging the talent to appear in the video, and coordinating 
schedules to get the required shots. Filmmaker is responsible for developing the shot list and 
any requirements (e.g. wardrobe, props, location, time of day, etc. for each shot). Pre-
production can be completed virtually, with conference calls and video conferences. If 
filmmaker chooses to come on site during pre-production, mileage (up to 600 miles round trip), 
lodging and food will be covered for a one day or overnight trip. 

 During production, Filmmaker is responsible for bringing the equipment needed and hiring 
camera operators, audio technicians or other required staff to record the required shots, and for 
storing/backing up the data files to prevent loss. During the 2 to 3-day shoot (timing to be 
determined in pre-production), mileage (up to 600 miles round trip), lodging for up to 3 people, 
and food will be covered by Ozark Vitality. 

 During production, Filmmaker is also expected to offer volunteer opportunities on the 
production team, and mentoring, for 1-2 local creatives who will have been preselected to 
participate by Ozark Vitality. 

 Post-production, Filmmaker is responsible for all audio and video editing, including procuring 
original music for the sound track. Assume 2 draft cuts of the episode, each previewed with key 
stakeholders to get feedback, before the final cut. 

Section 3: Timing of RFP 

Key Events Planned Timing 

RFP issued October 22, 2019 

Final RFP Responses Due November 6, 2019 at 4:00 pm CT 

Notification of award November 11, 2019 

Film shoot on location in Reynolds 
County, MO 

November or early December 

Completed episode December 20, 2019 

Section 4: Rules of Submission 
1. After reviewing this RFP, please submit any questions you have to Rickie Maples at 

rickie@ozarkvitality.com. 
2. Proposals should be submitted by email to rickie@ozarkvitality.com to be received no later than 

4 pm on the due date. 
3. Respondents must bid on the full scope of work, as a fixed fee amount.  
4. The bid should include, at a minimum, the following items: 

a. Contact information, including email and phone number 
b. Highlight reel and examples of similar work completed 
c. Contact information for at least two references where bidder has successfully 

completed similar work 
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d. Payment schedule 
e. Any assumptions or conditions imposed on the bid price 

5. Selected bidders will be notified via email or phone. 
6. Ozark Vitality is an Equal-Opportunity Employer and encourages submissions of bids from 

minority and women-owned firms.  
7. All materials submitted in response to this RFP will become Ozark Vitality’s property and shall be 

retained by Ozark Vitality. 
8. Ozark Vitality reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive any formalities in the 

bidding process 


